
Construction employment statistics May 2026 

 
May 2026 

• Construction: 8,337,000 
• Nonresidential: 5,050,500 

o Nonresidential building: 944,200 
o Nonresidential specialty trade contractors: 2,899,800 
o Heavy & civil engineering: 1,206,500 

• Residential: 3,286,300 
o Residential building: 924,700 
o Residential specialty trade contractors: 2,361,600 

• Average hourly earnings 
o All private industries: $37.53 
o Construction: $41.20 

• Average weekly hours 
o All private industries: 34.3 
o Construction: 39.2 

• Unemployment rate 
o All private industries (SA): 4.3% 
o Construction (NSA): 4.1% 

 
 
May 2025 

• Construction: 8,269,000 
• Nonresidential: 4,949,000  

o Nonresidential building: 926,000 
o Nonresidential specialty trade contractors: 2,842,400 
o Heavy & civil engineering: 1,180,600 

• Residential: 3,319,600 
o Residential building: 932,900 
o Residential specialty trade contractors: 2,386,700 

• Average hourly earnings 
o All private industries: $36.28 
o Construction: $39.47 

• Average weekly hours 
o All private industries: 34.2 
o Construction: 39.0 



• Unemployment rate 
o All private industries (SA): 4.3% 
o Construction (NSA): 3.5% 

 
 
12-month net change 

• Construction: 68,000 
• Nonresidential: 101,500 

o Nonresidential building: 18,200 
o Nonresidential specialty trade contractors: 57,400 
o Heavy & civil engineering: 25,900 

• Residential: -33,300 
o Residential building: -8,200 
o Residential specialty trade contractors: -25,100 

• Average hourly earnings 
o All private industries: $1.25 
o Construction: $1.73 

• Average weekly hours 
o All private industries: 0.1 
o Construction: 0.2 

• Unemployment rate 
o All private industries (SA): 0.0pp 
o Construction (NSA): 0.6pp 

 
 
12-month % change 

• Construction: 0.8% 
• Nonresidential: 2.1% 

o Nonresidential building: 2.0% 
o Nonresidential specialty trade contractors: 2.0% 
o Heavy & civil engineering: 2.2% 

• Residential: -1.0% 
o Residential building: -0.9% 
o Residential specialty trade contractors: -1.1% 

• Average hourly earnings 
o All private industries: 3.4% 
o Construction: 4.4% 



• Average weekly hours 
o All private industries: 0.3% 
o Construction: 0.5% 

 
 
 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Associated Builders and Contractors 
SA: Seasonally adjusted 
NSA: Not seasonally adjusted 


