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What’s Next for Greece and the Markets? 
 
Commerce Chief Economist Scott Colbert, CFA, offers some insight on why the current Greek economic drama 

does have real impact on your investment portfolio, and how the European Union (EU) and its euro currency 

could affect world economies.   

 

The unfolding Greek financial drama may seem just like the latest episode in a never-ending TV series, 

but investors need to realize the outcome of the Greek default this week could affect their portfolios in 

the short term. 

Considerable stock market volatility is expected amid all the uncertainty leading up to this Sunday’s 

Greek financial referendum.  Greece will have to decide whether to accept forced austerity measures 

that accompany a European Central Bank (ECB) loan bailout offer or whether to potentially be forced 

to exit the European currency. 

 

A Greek exit – or “Grexit,” as it is being called in the press -- has already and will certainly continue to 

roil economic markets, including U.S. markets.  Equities are the most exposed to the volatility because 

they are not directly shielded by the ECB policy protections.  In the bond market there already has been 

a modest flight to quality and safety with U.S. and German 10-year yields falling slightly on the 

increased volume.  

The Greek impact looks localized for the moment, but the danger of contagion to other regions is 

always present.  News reports reminded us of the economic teeter-totter of debt that Puerto Rico still 

contends with.  What other countries might come out of the woodwork? 
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For now, the initial reaction of the eurozone’s currency affords us the most confidence.  Within the 

European sphere, earnings are rising, equity valuations are not stretched and the region will benefit 

from the weaker euro and cheaper energy costs.  Also, while the dollar has rallied a bit earlier this 

week, the euro has actually gained as well.   

 

Even though European common currency is only 16 years old, the euro represents 22% of all central 

bank reserve currencies and is the second most used currency for daily transactions on the planet 

behind the dollar.  We certainly don’t see this Greek drama as being significant enough to break the 

common currency. 

 

Ironically, if Greece chooses to leave the EU, the remainder of the countries using the euro should be 

stronger, and the euro should be correspondingly higher.  While we thought that would probably take 

some time to occur, it appears that markets simply want certainty.  With Greece in or Greece out, the 

markets in the eurozone just seem to want to get the ultimate resolution of this crisis.  Recent 

developments simply pulled this forward.   

 

Unfortunately for Greece, most of the pain of a vote to leave the EU would be borne by Greek citizens, 

mostly with a devalued currency in the form of a new drachma and painful inflation.  For the moment, 

we believe the situation is likely to be contained and present the patient investor with another near-

term buying opportunity.  But don’t expect a smooth equity markets ride along the way. 

 
 

 
 
The 2015 investment commentary is a special report designed to provide investment information on economic markets for Commerce 

Brokerage clients. It is intended to provide general information only and is reflective of the opinions of The Commerce Trust Company’s 

Investment Policy Committee. 

 

The Commerce Trust Company is a division of Commerce Bank.  Commerce Brokerage Services, Inc., member FINRA and SIPC, and an SEC 

registered investment advisor, is a subsidiary of Commerce Bank.   

 

This material is not a recommendation of any particular security, is not based on any particular financial situation or needs, and is not 

intended to replace the advice of a qualified attorney, tax advisor or investment professional. Diversification does not guarantee a profit or 

protect against all risk. Past performance is no guarantee of future results, and the opinions and other information in the investment 

commentary are as of July 1, 2015.   

 

Commerce does not provide tax advice or legal advice to customers. Consult a tax specialist regarding tax implications related to any product 

and specific financial situations. 

 

Data contained herein from third-party providers is obtained from what are considered reliable sources.  However, its accuracy, completeness 

or reliability cannot be guaranteed. 
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